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SUBJECT: SIGNING OF US/USSR MARITIME AGREEMENT 
REF: (A) STATE 303498; (B) MOSCOW 18415; (C) STATE 3021 12 

1. MARITIME AGREEMENT SIGNED 12 NOON MOSCOW TIME DECEMBER 29 
BY MINISTER OF MERCHANT MARINE GUZHENKO AT LOW-KEY CEREMONY 
AT MINISTRY. CHARGE REPRESENTED US ALONG WITH ECON/COMM 
COUNSELOR AND ECON/COMM EMBOFF. SIGNING CEREMONY WAS NOT 
FILMED FOR TELEVISION THOUGH PHOTOGRAPHS WERE TAKEN. MINISTER 
MADE BRIEF STATEMENT WELCOMING CONTRIBUTION NEW AGREEMENT 
TO US/USSR RELATIONS AND DEVELOPMENT TRADE. CHARGE RESPONDED 
BY THANKING MINISTER FOR COURTESIES EXTENDED. 

2. AFTER SIGNING CEREMONY, MINISTER GAVE BRIEF INTERVIEW 

FOR SOVIET TELEVISION ESSENTIALLY REPEATING REMARKS DESCRIBED 
ABOVE. CHARGE DECLINED OFFER TO BE INTERVIEWED SAYING THAT MINISTER'S 

COMMENTS WERE APPROPRIATE AND SUFFICIENT. MATLOCK 
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